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work. The writing is Coptic, the language of Egypt
before the Arab conquest in A.D. 642.

Worship this week:

EPIPHANY

“Anxious?”
Rev. Doug McLeod

Scripture:
Psalm 42-43
Philippians 4: 4-9
Luke 12: 24-34

The charred codex was purchased by the Morgan
Library in 1962. But no one has opened it for fear of
destroying it: The brittle pages have been fused
together by a cinder that sank through much of the
book, congealing the parchment fibres. Unlike
famous codices that have their own names, like the
Codex Sinaiticus, this one is known humbly as M.910,
its accession number at the library.

❖ Calendar
Wednesdays – (1:00 pm) Prayer group at Doug’s
office.
Wednesdays – (5:30 pm) Homework Club.
Tuesday, Jan. 16th – (6:00 pm) Free supper for the
community.
Wednesday, Jan. 17th – (2:00 pm) PUC council
meeting.

❖ Reflections

X-Ray Scanning Ancient Biblical
Text; So Old, They're Afraid To
Open It
The leaves are the remains of a severely scorched
early book, or codex, written in southern Egypt
some time between AD 400 and 600
By Nicholas Wade
(Posting and pic, Jan. 10, 2018, http://nationalpost.com)

In a basement laboratory of the Morgan Library and
Museum in New York, an X-ray scanner is pumping
invisible beams into a clump of charred parchment
leaves that looks as delicate as a long dead flower.
The leaves are the remains of a severely scorched
early book, or codex, which was written in southern
Egypt some time between A.D. 400 and 600. It
contains the Acts of the Apostles, one of the books
of the New Testament, possibly bound with another

This illustration image shows the tattered pages of an antique gothic book.
Getty Images

But having lain in obscurity for half a century,
M.910’s day in the limelight has finally arrived. Last
month, a television news crew documented every
movement of the little codex and of its two new
enthusiasts: Paul C. Dilley, an expert on early
Christianity at the University of Iowa, and W. Brent
Seales, a computer scientist at the University of
Kentucky.
Seales has spent 14 years developing a technique for
reading ancient scrolls that are too fragile to unwrap.
Fine-detail CT scanners can visualize the ink of letters
inside such scrolls, but the alphabet soup is
unreadable unless each letter can be assigned to its
correct position on a surface.
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Seales has developed software that can model the
surface of a contorted piece of papyrus or
parchment from X-ray data and then derive a legible
text by assigning letters to their proper surface.

Testament, such as in the Codex Sinaiticus, were
rare, and Christian Coptic manuscripts often feature
only selections, such as the four gospels or the
epistles of Paul.

He scored a spectacular success in 2016 when he
virtually unwrapped a small charred lump of material
from En-Gedi in Israel. It turned out to be an ancient
Hebrew scroll that contained the earliest known
instance of the Masoretic text, the most
authoritative version of the Hebrew Bible.

Though earlier texts of Acts exist, M.910 will be of
interest if it has its own set of variants. These,
together with variants in other texts, could help
scholars reconstruct the text of the original Greek
source.

His technique, Seales said, “can turn things thought
to be of no value into precious objects.”
It was after hearing Seales lecture in January that
Dilley asked him to try the technique on M.910.
Seales had not tackled a codex, which unlike a scroll
has writing on both sides. Tests with a parchment
mock-up constructed at Dilley’s request suggested
that the technique would work.
But Maria L. Fredericks, the Morgan Library’s head
book conservator, had determined that the little
codex was unfit to travel. She displayed a loose page
and a dish of small fragments that have dropped off
the charred edges since its purchase. So Seales
borrowed a small CT scanner that was brought to the
library.
Dilley, a scholar of Coptic, hopes to discover what
work the Book of Acts is paired with in the codex,
which may help shed light on the formation of the
New Testament canon. There was a profusion of
gospels and other writings in the early Christian era,
and it was not until A.D. 367 that the approved
canon, the familiar list of books in the Old and New
testaments, was specified by Athanasius, the bishop
of Alexandria.
Egypt was a major center of Christianity in the preIslamic world, and the bishops of Alexandria held
great sway, second only to the bishop of Rome, in
matters of church doctrine and practice.
Even so, it took many years for the familiar New
Testament canon to edge out rival Gnostic and
Manichaean writings. Because of the expense of
producing books, complete versions of the New

The scans were completed in December, and the
team hopes to start producing readable pages later
this month. If successful, Dilley said, there are
damaged codices all over the world that one day may
yield their secrets.

❖ In the News
MISS PENNYNICKEL NEEDS
YOUR HELP!
Please help Miss Penny and the
Knifty Knitters, to send our kids
to Camp next summer. For info.:
misspenny2006@gmail.com

HOMEWORK CLUB
Book reports? Science? French? Scary? Too much?
Donna Marshall is organizing the Parkdale Phoenix
Homework Club. Starting this Wednesday January 25 th,
from 5:30 to 7:00 pm, free of charge, for grades 2-4. If
you are interested call 647 631 9885 or email
parkdalephoenix@gmail.com.

❖ Thank you to
➢ Ernie Wilmot for the flowers of the altar table.

➢ All those who support our small food
bank!
For information or if you want to post something in The Parkdale
Messenger, please contact us:

parkdale.messenger@rogers.com

